Boogie Man: The Lee Atwater Story
11 unread reply.11 reply.

Republican campaign strategist Lee Atwater is infamous for having pioneered the modern approach to negative campaigning--portraying your political opponents in the worst possible light in the hope to win votes, even if it means stoking irrational fears or lying outright.  Negative advertisements are now commonplace in presidential campaigns, and over the course of the remaining months in the 2016 election campaign both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump released highly controversial attacks on one another employing many of the same tactics Atwater perfected. 
Watch Boogie Man: The Lee Atwater Story at the link below and answer the questions that follow in a reply to this discussion post.  It is also available as a rental on iTunes and Amazon Video if you would prefer to watch it via one of those sites.  The answers to the questions are in chronological order as the video plays.
Free link:
http://tubitv.com/video/15602/boogie_man_the_lee_altwater_story#freefull (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Amazon Video:
https://www.amazon.com/Boogie-Man-Lee-Atwater-Story/dp/B003OUPYYU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1473400239&sr=8-1&keywords=boogie+man (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
iTunes Store:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/boogie-man-lee-atwater-story/id689874368 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
1.  Who is referred to as the protege of Lee Atwater?  (He's also referred to as a shining example of what College Republicans can do.)
2.  Why did Atwater opt for the Republican party over the Democratic party?
3.  What kind of backlash is Atwater good at exploiting?
4.  What accusation did Atwater make of Tom Turnipseed?
5.  What phrase was used to describe the general way Atwater operated when it came to winning votes on moral and religious issues?
6.  What was Lee Atwater's first official title in the White House?
7.  What condiment did Atwater like adding to almost all of his food?
8.  Whom did Atwater betray in 1984 by leaking information to the press?
9.  What happened to Lee Atwater's younger brother Joe?
10.  Who was so offended by Atwater's vulgarity that it almost lost him a role in George H. W. Bush's Campaign?
11.  What scandal damaged the reputation of George H. W. Bush going into the 1988 presidential campaign?
12.  What was the only sport that Atwater liked?  Why?
13.  Who made the pledge, "Read my lips: No new taxes!"?
14.   What image of the South and Republicans did Atwater enjoy exaggerating for the sake of the slow-play?
15.  What was noteworthy about Atwater's "Revolving Door" ad featuring Willie Horton that many people argued was also racist?
16.  According to Eric Alterman, what do people vote on instead of their hopes?
17.  What position of prominence did Lee Atwater rise to in the Republican Party?
18.  What university board was Atwater forced off of as a consequence of student protests?
19.  What affliction eventually led to Atwater's death?
20.  What passage from the Bible did Atwater particularly identify with?
21.  Do you think that the tactics employed by Lee Atwater on behalf of his preferred political candidates are justified?  Why or why not?  Write a paragraph explaining your answer.

